
Need More Signs!



Prototype photo

at least 14 signs visible in the foreground















Methods
• Find similar (or exact) sign on Internet

• Modify if needed, ideally using layers to only replace lettering

• Draw if you must

• Don’t forget the back (print and attach, or paint)

• Put multiple signs (and copies of same signs) on single sheet

• Print on regular printer paper, photo paper, or cardstock

• Spray with clear varnish to seal and water-repel

• Use NEW x-acto blade to cut out signs

• Darken white edges using sharpie marker or paint pen

• Attach to thicker stock or buildings using glue stick (really)

• Stiff wire and CA for road signs

• Be willing to reprint/replace if not satisfactory



Software tools

• I use GIMP.org, free software

• Others work, but they really must support layers

• Use eyedropper tool to copy exact colors from 
image

• I use actual inches for dimensions

• Draw zoomed-in, regardless of eventual sign size



Tips
• Use signs to set the era and explain the industry

• All my business names have significance (e.g. 
Pete’s)

• Use proper fonts and colors (National Park Service, 
USDOT, etc)

• Learn to use “Layers”, you’ll never regret it.

• Remember you have to cut out the shape, so keep 
edges simple

• If 2 signs on same pole, overlap them





Same design, multiple 
signs
Don’t forget the back

Fancy sign, 
simple 

replacement of 
name

Multiple 
Sizes

Printed walls 
allow for lots 

of printed signs



Numbered doors

Connect small signs 
for easier installation

Names can be 
meaningful

Weathering is 
easier than you 

think



Use proper 
fonts and 

colors

Logos are 
easily copied

Addresses 
set the stage

Keep cut 
outline 
simple



Variations in 
weathering

Variations 
based on 

placement












