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Franklin D. Roosevelt

 Jan. 30, 1882 - Born 

 1911-13 – NY State Senate

 1913-1920 – Assistant Sec. of Navy

 1920 – VP running mate of presidential candidate James 
Cox

 1921 – diagnosed with polio

 1929-32 – NY Governor

 1933-45 – President

 April 12, 1945 – dies while in office



Early Train Travel
circa 1910



Roosevelts at Rural Train Station

Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt at a 

train station in upstate New York 

during Roosevelt's successful first 

campaign for the New York State 

Senate. Eleanor accompanied him 

on most of his campaign stops. 

(Photo by © CORBIS/Corbis 

via Getty Images)





1932 campaign



Laramie, Wyoming – Sept. 27, 1932 



Pullman Explorer Business Cars

 Henry Stanley

 David Livingstone

 Robert Peary

 Roald Amundsen

 Marco Polo

 Ferdinand Magellan





Henry Stanley
Purchased by Santa Fe



Later sold, repainted in Pullman colors and named Louis W. Grant



David Livingstone

Sold to New York Central

NYC 18

Service years 1948-1956 

Sold to Ferrocarril del Pacifica (FCP) 

(Mexican railroad)



Robert Peary



Robert Peary

Hired with three stewards for a daily charge (in 1939 it was 

$105), plus railroad charges for moving and parking. 

U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt used the car 34 times in 

1934-36. 

Located at the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum Assoc. 

in Campo, CA





Roald Amundsen

 Used by Pres. Hoover (1932), Pres. Roosevelt (1933,1936,1939-43), 

Pres. Truman (on the funeral train), Gen. Eisenhower ( for 2 mos. 

while whistle stop campaigning for presidency)

 1940 – Roosevelt met with Canadian Prime Minister King in 

Ogdensburg, NY.  NORAD Treaty signed on board.

 Sold to NYC; 17 years service 1948 – 1965

 McCormic-Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale Ariz.





Marco Polo

Note the rivets.



Marco Polo
 Built in 1927 

 Used extensively by Pres. FD Roosevelt between 1933 and 1940

 Grab bars placed on walls at various locations in car for his use 

and convenience in moving around. 

 Sold to Central of Georgia in 1944 and renamed the Savannah.

 Southern Railway

 After merger with N&W, car refitted and renamed Marco Polo

 Car is used by Norfolk Southern and Amtrak for meetings and to 

entertain dignitaries.

 Loaned to Southeastern RR Museum in Duluth, GA.



Marco Polo in Central of Georgia 

colors 



Ferdinand Magellan



Ferdinand Magellan

U.S. 1

 World War II –need for more security

 Reinforced with 5/8 inch armor plate

 Special trucks and couplers

 Three-inch thick bullet proof windows

 Two escape hatches

 1,500 lb bank vault type door (observation end)

 Car weighed 142 tons (285,000 pounds)

 Words Ferdinand Magellan removed from side of car 

 Wheelchair lift added





Note the rivets.











A Well-Traveled President

 243,857 miles by rail – 399 trips

 83,562 miles by sea

 26,775 miles by air

 Rail mileage exceeded ten times the distance around 

the globe



FDR & Son James Campaigning

View of American President Franklin D 

Roosevelt (1882 - 1945) (left) and his son, 

businessman James Roosevelt (1907 - 1991),

wave from the rear of the Presidential

Special Atlantic Coast Line campaign train, 

(Photo by PhotoQuest/Getty Images)





Greenville, SC      Midnight, August 11, 1938

PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT GREENVILLE, 

S. C.

President Roosevelt stands on the 
rear platform of the Presidential 

Special Train to address the crowd 

of 1,000 who gathered at midnight, 

August, 11, when he stopped there 
enroute to Washington.  He was 

welcomed by Governor Olin D. 

Johnston who is opposing Senator 

Ellison D. Smith for the nomination 

in the August 30 primary.





1944

 Declining health 

 Spent time near Georgetown, SC (Hobcaw

Barony) recuperating

 Reelected President for a 4th term

 260/150



1945

 Travelled to Yalta to meet with Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin

 Returned to US looking extra ‘haggard, frail, and bloodless’



March 29, 1945
Travel to Warm Springs, GA







Warm Springs, Ga

 41 visits to Warm Springs 

1924 to 1945

 16 visits during his presidency



Warm Springs, GA

Little White House



April 12, 1945









Warm Springs, GA









Warm Springs to Atlanta, GA

 Light Pacifics – PS2s #1263 and #1337



Atlanta



Atlanta



FDR valet, Arthur Prettyman, 

walks Fala during the stop in 
Atlanta.



Atlanta, GA to Greenville, SC

 Heavy Pacifics – PS4s 4-6-2

 #1409 and #1394



Roosevelt Funeral Train Enroute

To Washington. The train bearing 

the body of President Roosevelt 

crosses a bridge over the 

Keowee River between Central 

and Seneca, South Carolina, 

enroute to Washington, D. C., 

from Warm Springs,...



Aerial view near 

Clemson



Clemson Cadets





Clemson



Greenville, SC









This FDR marker – located just off the Swamp Rabbit Trail under the 

railroad trestle near Willard St., Greenville, SC.  Dedicated Oct. 7, 2011



Telegram sent from Greenville, SC



Greenville, SC to Salisbury, NC

 Heavy Pacifics – PS4s 4-6-2

 #1401 

 Engineer - O.L. Cooksey

 Fireman - G.M.  Cox

 #1385

 Engineer - O.B. Surratt

 Fireman - Box Childers (col)



Box Childers



Southern 1401









Salisbury, NC to Monroe, VA

 Heavy PS4s 4-6-2 Pacifics

 #1367 and #1400



Monroe, VA to Washington, DC

 Heavy PS4s 4-6-2 

Pacifics

 #1366

 #1406

Monroe, VA  1923



Charlottesville, VA







23 miles from Washington, DC



Union Station, Washington, SC



James Byrnes, President Harry S. Truman, and Secretary of 

Commerce Henry Wallace await the train’s arrival at 

Washington’s Union Station. 



With the train parked on a freight track, officers prepare 

FDR’s coffin for the procession to the White House.











East Room at the White House





Pall bearers put the casket of former President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt back into the train at Union Station.



Schedule for train made public



A Pennsylvania RR GG-1, circa 1940

Washington, DC to Penn Station, NYC



Penn Station to Mott Haven, NY

 New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad electrics

 Funeral train in the lead, Congressional train followed

 They pulled the train through the East River tunnel, 

Sunnyside Yard, Hell Gate bridge to New Rochelle, then 

back down to Mott Haven, where the New York Central 

took over. 



Mott Haven to Hyde Park, NY

 J1-d Hudson

 #5283 with Engr. C.J. Potter

 Congressional train led out







Hyde Park, NY















State troopers prepare the way for Elliott Roosevelt at the 

Hyde Park Depot shortly after the burial service’s conclusion.



The Rose Garden, FDR Home and Library



For More Information

FDR’S Funeral Train by Robert Klara

 The President Travels by Train

by Bob Withers







History of Hyde Park, NY station
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